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" "in REDEMPTION

By LAWRENCE REAMER.
the Interest of the spectator who nil' in the shadow

UNDENIABLY Purple" at the Lyric Theatre is centred on its
mysterious hero because ho is successfully pursuing n course of

revenge for a wrong which he has suffered. By degrees he punishes
thoso who have wronged him. The process- - in play writing has rarely
failed. The drama from Alexandre Dumas's famous romanco is the
classic example of this formula in the theatre. But "Monte Cristo" did
not find its success easily. Nor could Jfary Turner in one of the most
successful of the modern plays founded on this theme have won admircra
.nil over the world if her search for revenge had not been attended with
other emotions which ameliorated in the minds of tho spectators her
own .bitter pursuit.

The important element in such a case is of course the establishment
of sympathy with the herb. No more shrieking Nemesis with eyes ablaze
is going to hold the affection of spectators who have not faith in the in-

juries which such a person before their eyes has suffered. It is this
feeling .of the spectators for the sufferings of their hero that reconciles
them to his' continuous search for vengeance This indispensable featuro
of the formttla has been admirably arranged by Roland West and Carlylc
Moore.

They have shown with every pos-

sible emphasis the persecution of a
loving husband and a doting father by
tho conscienceless wife and her para-

mour. So ejery point that he scores
on them carries in Its wako more
than the. triumph of nn avenger. The
deeper sympathy of a wronged husband
and father has Its weight in determin-
ing tho emotions of tho audience.
Thero could never have beeTi for "The
Unknown Purple" anything like Us

present popularity but for the Fatls- - .

faction tho spectators feel in watching
the accumulating fate of the man und

,
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A PLAY A WEEK.

Klaw & Erlancer will eive the
twentieth .iuinual production of
"Ben-Hu- ri at the Lexington
Theatre ni?Ut. The
stage setting will have to be
larger than ever this year to fif
this stage, and the Company will
be more numerous than before.
Robert W. Fraser will play the
title role, and Monk, the equine
actor, who has Seen in the com-
pany since its beginning, will be
in the race scene.

After playlnt; continuously for
two years and travelling more
than 95,000 miles, Elliott, Corn-stoc- k

& Gest's spectacle of an-

cient Jerusalem, "The Wan-- .
derer," is coming back to the
Manhattan Opera House for an
engagement beginning Monday
night.

"Potash & Perlmutter" in
Yiddish, which has proved very
popular besides bein an un-

usual novelty, will b: at the
Standard this week,

William Le Baron's clever
farce, "The Very Idea," will be
at the Shubert-Rivier- a,

"Yes or No" is the attraction
at Loew's Seventh Avenue Thea-
tre.

"Turn to the Rieht" comes to
the Tlronx Opera House.

"Ten Nights in a Barroom" be-
gins on Monday afternoon at the
Third Avenue Theatre,

v

FRANCINE
in "

woman who have grossly Injured an j

innocent ratner anu nusoanu,
I

mere is always amusement for tho
superman at the first night perform-
ance, however the map who has come
in from the street may bore himself
by the proceedings. Mr. Corbln called
attention the other day to the comedy
within a comedy which plays in "The
Walk-Offs- ." This Is, of course, n source
of infinitely more .fun to the Initiated

will ever provi
diversion in the new play.

A lr.tm.a nf fniklilnnnliTo Vnw Vnrl?
life is being unfolded by tho cutfibrji
who coma from Chicago for the bener !

nt of a gathering which Is In a lurgo
mcasuro made up of men and women
Just-p-s remote from tho social focus la

EjvhTda they nro supposed to be In- -
--tcrested. Tho pluywrlghtSv aro evi
dently under tho Impression that
Knickerbocker names are familiar In
what is called society, for some of the
most familiar arc on the programme,
altho.ugh they are probably unknown
to tho majority of men und women
who u.sed to make up what was a
unart set before the war disintegrated
It to such nn extent as to inako It

'

shameful to recall it. Uut this Is
the sort of a dish that Is set before
the public of tho Morosco Theatre.

Nono of tho playwrights who aim to
picture New York's social existence on i

tho stage has ever had the delicate i

perception of Its values that Clyde
Fitch possessed. With him It was not

; altogether externals that counted. In
his speech as well as In the frivolous
and flashy character of his scenes he
drew for stage purposes the most llfc-llk- o

sketches of fashlonablu life In the i
metropolis that ever rumo to the Mage.
Ho may not have seen character with
the forco und plcturesmienesa of the
Hattons, but he did kocp closer to tho
life seen In this city's upper

; circles. Rven ha probably would not
have lKen n.shamcd of tho young di
vorced husband, for that couple in their
terglversutlons of emotion supply most
of the fun In the new play. More to
be viewed with alarm is tho report
fiom nn unofficial sonrco that tho lead -

ji Ing characters In "Tho Walk-Offs- " uro
portraits of Now Yorkers wall known
In the rlrcles tho Hattons havo striven
to make safe for tho world. The Judge,
tho man of wealth 'who If tho model
was pretty and complaisant painted
tlu woman who'' had succeeded In
sculpture all these figures aro said
to be the reproduction of well known
Now Yorkers. There is probably no
reason for any apprehension ns to the
dlsclosuro of theso names. When It Is
so difficult for tho world nt large to
recognize them oven as human beings
In "The Wulk-Orfs- " their special Iden-

tity stands In no danger of being re-

vealed.
So why hint who the judge Is oven

If ho does poso us an expert In tho
modern danco when not on tho licnch,
or name oven faintly tho society mill-

ionaire who keeps n studio on the
West Side and fills It impartially with
the beauties of art and nature when h
feels tho call of either or both? Or
oven tell wlio is tha young dipsomaniac
who leaves his wife, only to discover
that ho Is heartbroken without her,
slucu nobody supplies him so freely
nnd so unuucstloulnKlv with money?

'Theso secrets could not be revealed, as

Annlo"
shoes"

r.nrth,

Is the fascinating who models
bo Biiccrssfully clay us well as
tearful divorcee? course ll- -'

closure such points of tho
question. It especially un-
gracious reveal them, (hat no-
body could possibly consider them ns
dwelling any town nearer
tropolls tliati Grand

I

Docs exact, might almost
relentless, relation between

material profits a play obedi-
ence to certalu tho laws

' ever 6ccur to tho managi-r- who
to freely risk their money
futile experiment after another? The

last a comedy
been liberally touted cef- -
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LARRIMORE

SOMETIME" in
tula high quarters adds another to tho'
Hut of plays built on a plan popular '

during recent years which mutt have
cast the theatre Impresarios thousands
of ilo'.lurs.

The delusion which they have fol-

lowed eo slavishly awam Into their
vision some four or live years ago
when a which In tho long run
enjoyed no mora than moderato cue
cess attracted widespread attention
through tho novelty Its
framework. .supposed to ho u
crook In search of a pearl necklace
"turned out" In tho end to ho a de-

tective or come other righteous person
In employ of Government.
There a tremendous amount
cackle over the thrilling novelty
this episode. Indeed, the manasers
have been talking nbout the blinding
originality of the expedient for so long
that half of them have never realized
yet how much the, plan has cost) them.

Of courio there was nothing novel In
tho Idea was it tho I

climax that so many Impresarios were
mndo to bcllevo. It never a prln- -
clplo of experienced playwrights to
pUt audience nt once possession

- . . v .
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BEATRICE NICHOLJ
in " UGHTMI M

the facts concerning a certain
stnto of affairs of which 'the other
actor were ignoranti-importan- t truths
must of course be within, the knowl-- I
edge of tho spectator who would not
bu p'iz-.Ud-

, bored or alfogether d.

But nearly as fatal to
a maintenance Interest to mako him
awaro of everything as It Is to leave

in the dnrk. The dramatic
slon .of."Th.e Moonstone" expected

' lo lne spectators gr,tnerea to
' witness the play equally as much ns
' book had the blood of read- -

ers rapid motion. But nothing of
the kind happened.

Wilkle Collins and whoever helped
him transfer the book to stage hud
gone so far In right direction that
they had wandered into the wrong road
altogether. Tho thieves of gem

i hud been revealed to the nudlene In
the first net. Thero was no mybtcry
left for them. Tho remaining acts
were without Interest for thorn, since
thero nothing them to
leurn. The mistake hud been to place
them once In the possesion of so
much which they ought to have ac-
quired degrees.

tho principle Iiuh nlways leen
that nuillence should not !o kept In
Ignorance, although ,tho knowledgo
ni'ctwaarv to its understanding should

mg
It done is Is aroused

mat wouiu bo vasuy iu a uir.icn tncm; Aml to jlltiK0 i,y the futo of
of confidence concerning the ladles ..Do t,xq nnd "Another Man's
tho ladles, that Is. Who Is the lit rtlll costing tho managers
Blrl tlmt. Ilko IMu trifles wlth'whn ttiinlc that the only 1918 model of
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us Important as tho fact that tho air
must lie cleared. dotectlve posing
as n crook was new. Dut tho
managers thought ho was. and they
wanted every second character In a
play somebody ho did not seem to be
and somebody that tho was

'nn
'

that misapprehension must havo cost

publtc Is either kept In Ignorance or
deccjved. Yet it may Ihi that all of
them after a while wilt havo lost
money enough to chango their views
nnd wander In somo other lleUl of de-

lusion for a chungo.

THE NEW

regular season of thaTIII3 Theatre will ho opened to-

morrow evening Hiv Cvrll
In "Tho Ravlmr Grace." n nuw llir..n
net comedy of character by C. lluddon
Chambers. At the same David

association with Charles
Frohman, Inc., lu (tho management
the will bo Inaugurated.

This will ho Mr. first ap-
pearand In Now York slnco his very

THE SUN, SUNDAY,
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KHYRA ST ALBANS
"THE AWAKENING"

successful tour of Australia. In "Tho
Bavin Grace." the action of which
takes place In the autumn of 1DM. he
will bo seen us HHfin Corbctt, a genial,
Irresponsible "waster," whose fortunes
aro ut their lowest ebb when
his luck chances. Tho play tells how
and why.

"The Having Grace," which ran all
Inst season In London, In the first new
play by Mr. Chambers to bo produced
In Now York slnco his "Passcrs-By- "

was presented hero by Charles Froh-ma- n.

Mr. Chambers will nlso be re-

called by New York theatregoers ns
tho author of "Captain Swift," "Tho
ratal Card," "The Tyranny of Tears"
und the English version of "The
Thief" dono here.

Laura Hope Crews will have a lend-
ing part in the play, and other im-
portant roles will ba p'.aytd by Cath-lec- n

Nesbltt, Charlotte Clranvllle.
Annie Hughes, Kdward Douglas and

Mr. Chambers himself directed,i'n"
re.h.oarfal", 'f i,u ',n? ' J'iU.

come to especially for that
purpose.

An interesting cast has len as-

sembled by George II. Rrcnnan to ap-
pear In "The Awakening." by Ruth
Sawyer, which will bo presented for
tho first time on any stage at the
Criterion Theatre on Tuesday evening.
Wilton Lnckayc will itppear as a Rus-
sian IVlnce, Dimllrcff, n character
reminiscent of his tivrnaalt in "Tril-
by." Theodore KoslolY, the Russan
ballet dancer, will appear for the first
timo in un Kngllsh speaking role, and
will also contribute somo novel danc-
ing numbers. I

Henry H. Walthall, the motion p!c-tur- o

player, best known for his por-
trayal of the leading part in "The
lllrth of a Nation," will return to tlic
npenklng stage, which he deserted
seven years ago. Khyva St. Albans
will enact tho leading role o!
Tnnmr. Thp other players Includ
Ollda Vnresl, Uiuru Hurt, Ioonard
Wllley, Ofcar Rrlggs. Hownnl Uoulden,
Shirhy Carter and Dennett Kllpuck.

The peven scenes of tho play lire
laid In Paris and Russia. The story !

RES I NA WALLACE
in "FRIENDLY ENEMIES

commences at tho outbreak of the
world war. which, however, only
figures In the dim background, while
the plot of tho ploco revolves, nbout
tho love of two dancers, Tamar nnd
Habitwff, who have been sweethearts
slnco but who havo been,
cruelly kept apart through the sinister
influences of fate and

rumor is wrongfully uccused of bc- -

In an attempt nt assassination whlie
sho Is dancing with Unblna'J on the
stage of u Paris theatre. Sho IS

anil while unconscious bus u
vision of her early childhood, Including
a tragic circumstance which was tho
cnuso of nil her misfortune und which
revealed Dlititrrff In his true light.
The action afterward passes to Rus-
sia, whero Hovural other adventures
befall the lovers before their happy
union.

Jnno Cowl will open tho new Selwyn
Theatro on West Forty-secon- d street
on Wednesday night 1ft "Information,

Ixi gradually imparted. Perhaps tho a tiermnn spy. Public Indlgnn-mann- er

In which should lie tlon against her, resulting

Hutton
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William Dovercnux.

America

feminine

childhood,

IHr.Mrrff.

wounded

uouy (.ranam anil otnern.
"Information, Plea.o!"
bo seen a said to bo very

different ha.s played bo
f'p 'hat 11 lrt "nhtei' and more fan- -
tnstlc,

The builders tho tho.ttro have
sought to make the auditorium proof
against noises. A docp
opening on Forty-secon- d Is
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cJANE COWL. .

in "INFORMATION, PLEASE "

lowed by ri luryo lounge, whole ns njbeen successfully tried out. Tho play
distinct novelty men und women will opened fi preliminary out of town en-b- e

permitted to enjoy their entr'acte gagement nt Atlantic City lust week,
cigarettes Orf ho Forty- - The company supporting Miss Nash
third street stdo the theatre has double and Mr. ' Ruben Includes
ualls with nn nil- - cushion between.
The interior is dono In Italian glnson. Kmily Kltzroy, Martha Mc-san-

und tho prevailing color scheme! Grnw, Helen I'lngree, George Rlddell,
Id Italian blue,

Toln Barrymorc will make his first
nppearanco in Tolstoy's drama,

Thursday night nt tho
Plymouth Theatre. Tho play has been
staged by Arthur under
whoso direction it will be presented

"Redemption" is known to students
of the drama as -- The Living
hut the literal translation was thouglrt
ni1xlf.iflln:r. Slnco Its llrHt iiresrnta- -
tlon in Motcow In 1911. nfter Tolstoy's
death, the play has been ono of the
moat popular in continental roper-- !
tcire. It was slven many perform
antes at Stanlslawskl's Art Theatre In
Moscow, and Relnhnrdt made a

production of It at his
Theater. Its performances here
have been a few In Yiddish and Ger-
man. When Rudolf Christians pre-
sented It In German two years ago It
created such an lmprcK5lon that It
was retained In tho rcpertolro of the
Irving Placo Theatre.

The famlUur English verMon, made
from the French and German acting
versions, proved so unsatisfactory for,
the present use that a new translation ;

s made from the orfglnal Russian. t

Mr. Hopkins has attempted to pre-- 1

serve as far ns possible Its Russian '

flavor. Tho settings for tho eleven'
scenes Into which it Is divided were

by Robert Kdmond Jones.
In Mr. P.arrymoro's support will lie

Ilanafonl. Moiiu Hungerford,
elllo Tilbury. Rust Whytal. Tlinmarn.1

Swlrskaya, Manart Klppen, Beatrice
More) and, Hubert Druce, Helen West-'e- y.

Margaiet Farelelgh, B. J. Ballan-t!n- o

and a caat of forty persons.

Arthur Hammerstoin will present at
thp KhnhTf Tlmnlrn mi I.Vfilnv i.ri.
nine his new irmsir.M rom.moe "Pome-- ,
time."

Tli Imiilr nn.1 nm !. lllilflv., o.i,.. ..t u.,,tin
and the score Is by Rudolf j

Frlml, compoFf-- r of "Katlnka," "High
nnd "Vouto In Iove."

Prominent In tho cast aro such
Broadwuy favorites as 11 Wynn.
Franclne Iirrlmoro, Frances Cameron,
Mne West, Mildred Lodue, Harrison
Brockbnnk. John Merkyl. Dellnven and toNice, William Dorrlnn and a chorus of
forty girls described as "refreshingly ofstunning."

At the New nijou Theatre on Satur-
day evening John D. Williams will pre-

sent "Sleeping Partners," from tfie
l.VAt.l. nt Onnt.n r..l.. ...l.lf.l. V. 1 a (it- -

talned substantial success in indon
and Paris, in the happy selection ot,"
IT Tt HMrnr n,, f lr..n- - ltnv.lnnl Mr
Williams beritiH to have hit upon a

3 rtw
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. VIRGINIA HOWELL .

stni'tllng effect In the art of casting.
Other Important numcu are thoso of
Guy Fnvierojund Arthur Lewis.

Some Idea til the circumstance of the
play may bo gleaned ftVun the cap-
tions of the nets:' "Act I. Tho flat
whero she hesitated. Act II. Tho
tame flat und the same hesitation. Acf
III. Tho same flat still, hut no heslta-- 1

lion,

, n,i, street Theatro. commencing
on Suttuday ut tho Belmont Theatic.

"I. O. U." Is a dramatisation of Mr.,
Turnbull's motion picture, "Tho Cheat,"
and Is unlquo lu that for tho that tlmo j

IIIU lldhU 441- KUI41 ill l4l 4VTII IUT il
story. "I. O, l'" the product of one
of tho most successful writers for tho
screen. Hector Turnbull. and ot Will-
nrd Made, author ot "Tlucr Roso" nnd
numerous other successes, has already

Please!" u comedy written by herself; The London text forms tho basis of
nnd Jano Murlln, Iu her uupport will tho present production. 1

bn seen several members of her com-- 1

panics from fcoasons, Includ-- ; William A. Brady will present Mary
lug Ormi) Culdnru, Blnmim Yurka,; Nusli and Jose Ruben In "1. O. v.," a
Henry Stevenson, AUn Brooks Robert now American play by Hector Tutu-Rand- e,

Viola Kllen j 1U an,j willnrd Mack, at the Thirty- -

In Miss Cowl
will In role

from my sho
i

of

street lobby
street fol- -

IPFNE

together.
Frederick

renulis- -'

Hopkins,

Corpse,"

not-

able Ucutschcs
only

'Maude

miiodlous

Jinks"

previous

Compton. Hallngei',

m

Truesdell, Kenneth 1X111. Andrew Hlg-- 1

rinnnM i.'ivnn i.vnn it. Hammond
and Nat Johnson.

ILLIAM A. BRADY returned
the stngo last Monday as

nn actor In one of his own
Ilroadway productions. What's - more
important he mado a hit. Just before

, ,, ,,, .t,,, rvnt.:.i Theatre
thero canie a telegram Monday night
to Frederick Manatt, who plays Tom
Louull, coach of tbo llnrvard crow,
...m. llp ltrndv. tho nroducer's
daughter, In "Forever After." Mr.
llrady happened to be In tho theatre
and Manatt Immediately went to him.
In that telegram was word that
Manatt's mother was dying In Kansas
City and wanted to see her son. Mr.
Urady read tnoNvIro, and told .Manatt
to catch the .Irst train. The stage
manager for "Forever After," J. Paul
Jones, was promptly told to jnovo up
from tha part ho was playing and
go on In Mnnutt's place. That was
easy enough, but thero remained tho
part of JcA'nfcb, a doctor of tho Red
Cross, to be tilled, und the curtain
was be.lng held.

"That's all right, but who the Sam
Hill can wo get to play MrS'abbf"
was the excited question sent from
back siage. That message reachtd
Mr. llrady.

Im Play McZalb," he said. Live
me t u.-- par ne got u anu w ;

t quickly discovered that the Inst line
was, "Tlteros alwnyn a cliance lor a
man who cun cuss like that."

That lino Immedlateiv settled any
lingering doubts the umnaRcr may
have entertained nbout turning nctor

Brady liked that line and ns he
iiikoii ior a dressing room nnti a cos- -

MUtlie he read and rolled It around
with typical enthuslnsm.

When tho curtain roso. thos-- in
tho aiidlenco who had keen "Forever
After" before may havo found Mc-A'n-

a tritlo lieuvler In ilguie and
voice than ho was when last seen,
but this wns a performance that stuck
out like tho proverbial sore thumb,
for William A. Brady had returned

te field in which he first won
fame, and he hud returned as one

the company supporting his daugh-
ter in one of his own productions
which ought to be enough for any
one man.

"Freedom," tho spectacular patriotic
which Julie Opp Faversham

- ' uc. win presc.u at on,,-,- e

' W York theatres next

Pahvant by C. Illntl, who mme!
to tills country to reiri"sem tho Asso
ciation for An.siHtlns Dlnb!eu Naval'
and Military Ollleers of the English
Speaking Peoples. When ho dis-
cussed tho proposition with 13. Lyall
Swcu.', tho prominent stage producer,
Sweto told him the Idea was a piny
not ii pnrcaut; so together they de-

veloped "Freedom" Into a hugo drama
of thluy-itevc- n scenes, enlisting a
thousand chaiactcrs lu Its a tlnii.

The drama nnd its production has a
twofold object. One Is to raise fund
'or carrying on the work of the .Asso
ciation for Disabled Officers and the
other is to shaw the until and growth
of Freedom from tho thno of Alfred
the Great to the present day. The,
main events iu tho history of the

. BEATRIC BCCKLEV
jrj 'AN tDt! At huSQAHO "

fUMJC

BORDONI
"SLEEPING

production

PARTNERS

Anglo-Saxo- n raco struggling for free-
dom aro pictured. Kach ovent Is pre-

sented In dramatic and not In pageant
form. Carrying tho connecting links
of theso episodes is tho character ot
frrrdom.

When "Freedom" was completed tho
authors realized tho gigantic problem
uf getting tho play produced. Julie
Opp Favcrsham heard tho play and
immediately undertook .tho task of se-

curing tho necessary financial support.
Lee Shubcrt volunteered to put up
half the cost of production provided
Mrs. Favereham could rnlso tho other
half. Through her efforts Mr. and a
Mrs. Arthur Cnrtlss James. Mr. and
Xlrs. W. IC Vandorbllt. Mrs. Otto
Kahn, Clarence If. Mnckay, Mrs. KHz-ube- th

Anderson, Mr. nnd Mrs. II. I'.
Davison, Mrs. Robert Bacon, Mr. and
Mrs. George Armsby. Mrs. Jumes

A. W. Mellon and Mr. and
Mrs. C, Lewis Hli)d subscribed the
necessary money to take tho balance
ot tho stock. Thus 50 per cent, of the
profits go to the funds of the Associa-
tion for Assisting Disabled Officers.

HEHIHONE ON VIEW.

A character frequently met with In
everyday life, but strange to Bay en-

tirely new to the stage, has been cre-

ated by Goorgo S. Kaufman, w,ho re-

wrote "Some Ono in tho House," the
"melodramatic comedy" now current
at the Knickerbocker. She has been
fittingly called tho Derfoct Bromide
Lady. She Is first cousin to Hermlone,
who purls sweetly about tho Cosmic
Urge anil other transcendental things'
in Tim L'vi:.N!.-u- , Sr.v, and own slstur
to F. P. A.'s Dulclnca, whoso lutter.
b rci,(lorH.

Vnrly' c oM nA
conversation consists entirely af stereo-
typed phrases und "wise saws" hoan
wl!h nge. Fsmlly they aro perfec'
bores into the bargain, but Mri. l'crcv
Olvnienninii In "Somo Ono In the
House" is eo sprightly and so vivarious
that she Is quite tho Ufa of tho House
party over which sho presides as.
hostess.

Sho begins on her first entrance
"Hello, everybody," sho says. "Well,

two Is company and three's a crowd
How was tho weather In tho city"
Hot, I suppose. Nlco nnd cool hero.
You know It there's any breeze going
we're suro to get it. Would you bolU'Vo
it wo sleep under blankets over
night. Percy's coming right In. He's
working terribly hard. I nlways won-

der If bo's appreciated. After all, a
perkon can work so hard In this world,
und what does It amount to? Life's so
short, you know, wo should really get
all there Is out ot It." '

Hear her a ltttlo later discoursing on
tho country.

"Don't you Just lovo tho country?
I always sny people were never in-

tended to live In cities crowded to-

gether llko animals. Jiioy ought to
get out In tho open redlly close, to
nature. I think It makes a liner race
don't ou? Tho Ideal way Is to live In
tho country about nlr months a oar
nnd then go to tho city for three
months In the winter. You know-li- ve

In a hotel and see the best plays.
Wh"n her playwright husband sug

gests n fake story for publicity pur-
poses llclrnv runs true to form

"I think It's a wonderful Idea," sh.
says, "anil so simple. But then, yn i

Know, they say all renlly great tiling
nro simple."

And so sho chatters on. Almost a
lno nnal curtain Is filling she eml
1(,r jtin bromide,

"Attni- - nil." she savs. "the world 1

a small place. Isn't It?"
Mri J'rrcy OJrmt.vinluu Is all about

us, but no one ev thought of puttln-,- '

her on tho st ' t foro.

A PLAT I'ROM ABROAD.

There 1ms been much speculation
ns to the meaning ot tho title "The
Bettor 'tile," which was sWcetcd by
Cant, r.ruco BalrnsfJlhcr. the suldler- -

nrtlst, for his first play, which ho
wroto In collaboration with Cnpt.
Arthur Klllott and which l;i to bo pre-

sented on October 19 nt tho Green-
wich Village Theatre by Mr. and Sirs
Coburn. But It Is mado cleur by
William Allen White in bis recently
published book "The Mnrtlul Adven-
tures of Henry and Me." Mr. While
saw the play In London, whom ll Is j

still running, by the way, and here
Is how ho describes it:

" "The Betti'r 'Ole,' n farm modoy
with a few musical .klts In It, stngeil ;

entlioly at tho front, could bo put on
In any American town and tho fun
would rat?o the roof.

"A soldier comes pplnshlng down
the treiuh. Ills comrad? cues, 'fay.1
Alf. take your muddy t out of the
only water wo got tii ulecp In.' Asmln
a soldier squttu shivering with ie.r

Mr n shell bole while tho bom'vs n'
crashing over him nnd dirt threaten-t'-

ii.i"y him. A comrade looks lu mul
to i i'i factious remarks tho Kquiittliu- -

(oli-tic- r answers: 'If you knaw vhor j

there's a belt, r 'ole, go to It" Three
sealed on ti plum Jam bf ih.r.nr

a ti'mtlo bombardment. Troe nro
falling, building cruniliiln?, tho land-tfenp- o

heaving, anil Bert sayi;: Alf,
we'll nilw this old war when its over!'
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"As tho shells strike nearer anil
nearer and u great crater jawns .it

their feet they crawl into It, nre nil
but burled ulivo by the dirt fiom

shell, and liert exclaim: 'Kay.
Alf, scare me I got the 'iccough"
And so it goes for n whole evening,
while Bert, making love to nn Inter-mlnab- ln

string of girls at each place
where ho Is billeted nt the front, gives
away scores of precious lockets with
his. mother's hair in them, and Alf,
forever unavalllngly. tries to mako his
clgaretto lighter work and Old 11111

dreams of his wife at home who keeps
'pub.'
"Tho prohibitionists In America

would probably Insist that she keep a
soda fountain or n woman's echanpe:
but no other alterations would be
needed to get the play over the Tout.

" ei'vumni; iu
" S'ouc.

Tho British soldiers crowd the
house where 'The Better 'Ole' Is given.
The boys in khaki Jam tho theutre
und howl their approval."

The nuthors call their play "a frag-

ment from France in two explosions,
soven splinters and a short gas at-

tack."
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ADA MEADE.
THE GIRL BEHIND THE GUN

LAYS THAT LAST.

Astor, "Keep Her St. k

Belasco, "Daddies": H'j1
"SleepinR Partners": llm
"Watch Your Neighbor": H

hurst. "Maytime"; Ca-- . .

"Maid of the Mountains"; Cf
tral, "Forever After"-

Cohan, "He-i- d '''Heels": Cohan & Harris, ' TI "
Faces TCast": Corned", "A" h:- - '

Hu5bind'': Cort. "I i ".
Criterion. "The Aw e

inR": Eltinrr, "Under OrJ-r- - :

Empire, "The Savitir Grace';
Forty-eight- h Street. "The

on the Index": G'f
"Lightn:.n": Globe, "Pc-- r .

Hifris. "Some Nluht"' Hu' '

"Friendlv Enemies": Kn'c'r-bocltcr- ,

"Srmeone in the Houi
liberty. "GoinS Up": I.c"
"Humpty-Pumnty- "; Lvric. ' --

Unknown Purple": Min' M'

Opera House. "The Wandeir-- "

New Amsterdam, "The G;rl
the Gun": Mnsine Ellr"'s

"Ten for Three": I.lorocco, "T. o

Walk-Oiro- Playhouse, V
Walbed in Her Sleep": H '

rntli. "Redemption": Ken"
"Vhere Poppici Bloom"; Sty
wyn, "Information, Please
Sbubcrt, "Sometime": Thirty
ninth Street. "I. O. U": W.r
Garden, "Passing &now


